Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 10/9/19 

Student Support Services (S3) Update
New paraprofessional ladder will update in November pending final approval by the union.  The district is reaching out to Saddleback College and pushing out requests on multiple platforms to fill paraprofessional (IA/IF/Aide) vacancies.  

Parent Support Network Director position is expanding to oversee the family resource center in addition to outreach to parents.  The District hopes to have the position filled in November and it is funded by a Medi-Cal grant. 

Special Education Procedural Handbook is available online at Capo website on the Student Support Services page under quick links.  District employees can access it in synergy. The handbook will be updated twice a year. 

Danielle Clark, Related Services
Related services covers Adaptive Physical Education (APE), Assistive Technology ( AT), Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) Training Team, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Team, Mental Health Services, Physical Therapists (PT), School Psychologists, Speech and Language Pathologists (SLP), Vision Impairment Services. Danielle has also organized the “Oh Behave” Training on the ABCs of Behavior for parents and staff.

Rebecca Pianta, Counseling and Student Support
Capistrano’s Behavior Support Services Team consists of highly educated and trained individuals working together as a team in the roles of: Autism Specialists, IBI Assistant Tutors, IBI Senior Tutors, and Mental Health Behavior Support Specialists.  The team utilizes an Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) framework to serve students. Utilizing a range of ABA strategies and techniques, the Behavior Support Services Team focuses on new skill acquisition while replacing and shaping maladaptive behaviors into pro-social skills. Autism Specialists are available to provide professional learning opportunities for staff that include Crisis Prevention Intervention, Capistrano Autism Training, and Autism 101.  Understanding the important role that parents play, Autism Specialists also provide Oh Behavior parent education workshops.

CAC Leg Report 
New law, AB 1004, requires doctors to screen children enrolled in Medi-Cal for developmental delays using surveys recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics and at three specific times – 9 months, 18 months, and 30 months.

The law says public schools must give students with disabilities the services that meet their individual needs, but parents and districts often disagree on what those services should be or whether a student needs services at all. – Every year school districts across California settle thousands of these disputes by paying parents and lawyers millions of dollars in what are called due process cases.  The number of due process cases has climbed in recent years, tapping into school districts’ already tight budgets.

Additional reports and updates

College Fair - The CAC successfully sponsored a table for the 2nd year at the CUSD College Fair. Information about higher education for students with disabilities was distributed and the director of Student Disability Services at UCI was available for questions. For more information please contact Ann Carroll at Anncarroll65@cox.net

As your child moves into middle or high school, teachers generally don’t send home information about dress up days, or other school wide events.  However, if you’re signed up for school loop you will receive this information and other time sensitive important messages from your child’s school, such as, tutorial options or emergency concerns.  Don’t delay!  Sign up for school loop today!

Ability Awareness Events – we are putting a resource cabinet for ability awareness events together at the Family Resource Center where parents or teachers can check out items for these events. If you have any of the following items that you’d like to donate: Laminated pictures for stations, bean bags, small orange cones, metronome, braille letters, mens button down shirts, zippered jackets, gloves, small mirrors(no larger than 12”), golf pencils, walkers or wheelchairs. Please bring them to the November CAC meeting or contact Rachel Sutherland for pick-up at: operae@mac.com. 
